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CONTRIBUTING TO 
STRENGTHEN AND DEVELOP 

SURGICAL SPECIALTIES
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1978 – Alma Ata Declaration                         
“Health for all”
1980 – Central role of surgery in PHC                           
(Dr. Halfdan Mahler)
Surgery in sub-Saharan Africa – far short 
from the need (life saving surgical options)
Surgical provision (unmet need) 
“Access to essential surgical services and    
anesthesia”

Problem understandings
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Vast amounts of resources being 
funneled into global health work, such 
as vaccines, primary health care, drug 
therapies, maternal and child health 
care, and basic surgery
Surgical provision falls far short of 
what is needed in developing countries
Little has changed, initiatives needed 
to correct this deficit

* 5 billion people lack access to safe, 
timely and affordable surgery;
* Estimated 1.5 million deaths per year 

could be prevented by making basic 
surgical procedures accessible

Problem understandings
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May 2015
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VIETNAM
“…Health inequities and disparities in 
health outcomes continue to persist among 
the poor, ethnic minorities and those living 
in the hard to reach areas”. 
“Maternal mortality rate was 5 times the 
national average in the 62 poorest districts 
and ethnic minority children are 4 times 
more likely to die in the first year of life…” 

Problem understandings
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Capacity building (Projects 1816, 585…)  (1) 
Extending HPMU’s academic surgical 
department to surgical departments of  
central and tertiary hospitals (2),
Establishment anesthesiology & 
Resuscitation – ED (3), 
Establish oncology department in UH (4), 
Create favorable conditions for development 
of ENT, gyneco-obstetric departments (5)
Technical transfer in University Hospital (6)
e-Health networking has been established 

Measures carried out 

19



20



21



22



 SUPPORTING RESEARCH
 Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus (2017) Together for a 

healthier world. Director General of the World Health 
Organization, 2017

 Pham Le Tuan (2016) Vietnam health system and health 
infrastructure - Achievements, Challenges and Orientation. 
MoH, 2016

 Vietnam Ministry of Health (2015) Decision 2992/QĐ-BYT 
on plan of human resource development for 2015-2020 
period

 Halfdan Mahler (1980) Surgery and health for all -
Address by Dr H. Mahler, former Director General of the 
World Health Organization, 1980

References

23



24


